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an energetic defence of our Blockade policy. He had gone into
the matter and found that in the opinion of the Admiralty the
policy of the Foreign Office was " the only possible policy having
regard to the complications that would ensue if you tried to
adopt a more aggressive attitude towards neutrals with whom
we are on perfectly friendly terms." The arrangements concluded
between the Foreign Office and the neutrals were the only alter-
native to bringing every ship into Kirkwall and into the Prize
Court. Would anyone say what other course they could pursue ?
Could they deny the right of America to trade with neutral
countries ? And was it reasonable to apply the doctrine of con-
tinuous voyage to feeding-stuffs and say that because the food-
stuff was used to fatten pigs and some of the pigs might go into
Germany, the foodstuff ought not to be allowed to go into the
neutral countries ? " On the face of that you might starve the
Danes or the Dutch or other neutrals. How do you know when
bread goes into Norway that the Norwegian who feeds upon it
may not join the German Army ? There is continuous voyage
for you! "
As Carson well knew, the time was already past when these
controversies mattered. The Germans were by that time making ,
a scarcity in Holland and Scandinavia by the terror of their
submarines, and on the 6th of April, 1917, goaded into it by
their frightfulness, the United States entered the war. The last
chapter in that story will be found in the Life and Letters of
Walter H. Page:
" * Mr. Balfour,' said Mr. Polk, c it took Great Britain three
years to reach a point where it was prepared to violate all the
laws of blockade. You will find it will take us only two months
to become as great criminals as you are! *
" And the State Department," continues Mr. Hendrick, " was
as good as its word. It immediately forgot all the
c notes ' and c protests * which it had been addressing to
Britain. It became more inexorable than Great Britain hatf
besen in keeping foodstuffs out of neutral countries that
contiguous to Germany. Up to the time the United States entered;
the war, Germany, in spite of the watchful British Fleet,
been obtaining large supplies from the United States
Holland, Denmark and the Scandinavian Peninsula, But the